e 


Zo: 
* 


1 


1 ; . 
8 5 1 
6. 17 


* 


A 


— 0% 
1 
ft b | owl 


DA 


* 
1 
1 


* 


is 


SHOP O 


MON 


* " 
* 
. 
T 


The B 


* . 


On EAST E R 


=> =a & = & SS 3 2 


Fare Mayor. 


Martis xiv. die A as I 71 . . 
Reginæ AN gue Britan- 


me, &c. Undecins,? = 


T is Ordered, That the Thanks of Hhis 
Court be given to the Right Reverend 
Father in God, William Lord Biſhop of Cheſter, 
for his Sermon Preach'd before this Court and 
the Governors of the ſeveral Hoſpitals of this 
City, at the Pariſh-Church of St. Bridget , on 
Monday in Eafter-Week laſt , and that he be 
Ackred to Print the ſame. ET 


4 
* 


8 IB ; O N. 


— 2 | 


Preach'd before the Right Honourable the 


LORD-MAYOR, 
ALDE RMEN, SHERIFFS, 5 


AND 
W of the ſeveral Hoſpitals of 


the City of London,, 
In St. BRIDG ET' -Church, 


Mo x DAV, in EASTER WEEK, 


Anil oth, 1 . 3 


| WILLIA 


By the Right N Father i in God, 
ord Biſhop of CHESTER, 


Dees 


LONDON: 


1 [Printed for ANNE SPEED, at the Three 8 in 
Excbange-Alley i in Cornbill. 


At which 1 e all the BISHOP of CHESTE R's Books 
are SOLD. 
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JoEHN . 5 8 Ver. 20. 
* he Latter Part of the Verſis, 


—— were the Diſciples glad, when 


they Jaw the Lord. 


have an account of our Bleſſed Lord's appearing to 
all his Apoſtles, excepting Thomas only , on the 


Evening of the day of his Reſurrection: and of 
his ſhewing them his hauds, which had been nail'd to the 


Croſs, and his fide, which had been there pierc'd with a 


ſpear, in order to convince them, that he was that very 
 m_ 2a who had been, three days before, crucify'd, 


Ag 3 nn dead 


N the n immediately preceding my Text, we | 


V. 19. 


V. 24. 
V. 20, 
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| dead and Buried. And : in my Text it ſelf, we have 


an account of the happy effect, which this appearance of 
our Lord, thus evidently proving him to be truly and pro- 


perl riſen from the dead, had upon theſe his Apoſtles : 


they were glad, when they thus ſaw the Lord. Agreeably 
to what our Lord himſelf had promis d and foretold, John 
16. 22. 7 will ſee you again, and your heart foall rej oice, 
and your joy no one-taketh from you. 

And certainly, if ever any men had true ground for 
Joy, the 4poſtles had, when they beheld their Dear Lord 
and Maſter, on whom all their great expectations entirely 
depended, with whom they had been all dead and buried, 


and with whom alone it was poſſible for them to revive, 


reſtor d to life again: and ſaw their San of Righteouſneſs 


_ ariſe, infinitely more glorious than it ſet. If ever any 


thing could raiſe men's ſpirits up into-an extaſy of joy, 
undoubtedly our Saviour's Reſurrection ought to have had 


- this effect upon his Apoſtles ; who, without this, muſt im- 
mediately have fall from, but, by this, were confirm'd 
 andeſtabliſhd in, the very greateſ hopes, that ever human 


nature had been, or that indeed it was poſſible it ever could 


be, rais'd to. 


But my deſign is not to conſider our Lord's Reſurre- 
He with regard to the Apoſtles only, but with regard 
to all Chriſtians in general: and, in ſo doing, to ſhew, 
how much it is for the Benefit of them all, and conſe- 
quently how juſt and ample : a ſubject of joy it ought Ava 
to be to them. 


* 


And, in order to this, I muſt beg leave, briefly to lay 


before you the following Sofie nkicbs. 


Firſt, that our Saviour's 3 is a plain proof 
that he Was no deceiver ( as he mult have been own'd to: 
have 
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have been, if he had not riſen from the dead 0 but really | 
and truly what he profeſs'd himſelf to be, a Prophet ſent 
f.,. 8 ps, 3 


Secondly, that it is an additional proof, to thoſe many 
other which he had before given, of his being, the great 
Fro of Prophets, the true Meſſiah, or Saviour of the 
world. | 4 | | 


Thirdly , that it is an evident demonſtration of the 
Sh of God, to the whole ſinful race of Mankind. 


Laſtly, that it is an undeniable Argument of the poſſe 
bility, and an infallible Pledge of the certainty, of our own 
Reſurrection. N me TT 


Firſt, That our Saviour's Reſurreftion is a plain proof, 
that he was no geceiver (as he muſt have been own'd to 
have been, if he had not riſen from the dead) but really 
and truly, what he profeſs d himſelf to be, 4 Prophet ſent 
from God. „ = e 

It had been «ſua! with thoſe, who profeſs d themſelves 
Prophets amongſt the Jews, to give ſome fg, to foretell 
ſome future contingent event, or to do ſome miraculous 
work, in proof of their Divine Miſſion and Tuſpiration. Thus 
Moſes , and thus moſt of their great Prophets, had done. xo. 4. 
And, agreeably to this «ſage, we find the Fews frequently 
asking our Saviour, What gu ſheweſt thou? What daft N wok 
thou work ? that we may ſee, and believe thee. And our 
Saviour's conſtant anſwer to them was one of theſe two | 
things, either, Deſtroy this Temple, and in three days I Matt. 12. 38. 
will raiſe it up ( now he ſpake of the Temple of his body) 
or, that there ſhould be yo fign given to them, but 
the fign of the Prophet Jonas. For, as Jonas was * 
| | 9 as 


e 11. 29. 
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Deuter. 13. 
J, 2, 3, 4. 


days and three nights in the whale's belly, ſo the Son of man 4 
ſhould be, three days and three nights, in the heart of the: 


earth. From which it is plain, that the great fg», which. 


our Bleſſed Lord himſelf appea/d to, in proof of his Di- 
vine Authority, was his Reſurrection: and conſequently, 
if zhjs ſign had not come to paſs, he muſt have ſtood ſelf- 
condemned for a Deceiver. © 5 15 

'Tis true indeed, our Lord had wrought other miracles: 
enough, to have been an abundant proof of his being a. 


true Prophet: but, notwithſtanding all theſe , ſince he, 


by his own free choice, had been pleas'd to ſer himſelf 
this farther proof of it, and to lay the great ſtreſs of his 
whole cauſe upon z7 ; if he had fai/'d here, this muſt have 


been an unan{werable objection againſt him, and a ſuffi- 


cient ground, either for calling in gue/tzon the truth of 


his other miracles, or for ſaſpecting them to have come 


from God, only by way of zrying and proving his peo- 
ple (as he had declar'd he would' ſometimes do, in this 
manner) whether they /ovd the Lord their God, with all 
their heart and with all their Soul, and would obey and. 


ſerve him, and cleave unto him only, and not hearken unts: 


talle Prophets. . . 
And fo well did the Jews remember our Saviour's fre- 


gent appeals to his Reſurrection, as that which ſhould be 


the deciſive Teft of his Divine Authority, ſo perfectly did 


they underſiand , how very much depended upon this :. 


' 63,641,605, 66. 


that we find them, ſoon after his death and burial, 
guarding, with the utmoſt caution , againſt a pretended 
reſurrection of him. As is plain, from the Chief Prieſts. 
and Phariſees coming unto Pilate, and ſaying, Sir, we re- 
member that that deceiver ſaid, while he was yet alive, 
After three days. I wil Riſe again. Command therefore 
that the ſepulchre be made ſure, until the third day, leſt his 


diſciples come by night, and ſteal him away, and ſay unto the 


people 
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worſe than the'firſt ; as alſo from Pilates auſwer, acknow- 
ledging the reaſonableneſs of this their requeſt; Te have a 


| watch, go your way, make. it as ſure as hun can; and laſtly, 
from the immediate care which they took hereupon, to 


make the Jepalchre ſure, ſealiug the ſtone, and ſetting 4 


watch. Pl ee 


ws A #3 4&7 ® 
4 1 


to us Chriſtians, to confider, that when the Credit of our 
Great Prophet was all at ſtate upon his Reſurrectios: when 
all thoſe glorious things, which he had promis us in the 


name of Gol, were aflzep with him in his graue; and never 


could awake more but with him: when his eie ſſtood 
ready, at the end of three days, to inſuit over him às an 
Impoſtor, and over all his Diſciples, as the moſt ni/erably 
deluded Wretcbes, that the world had ever ſeem and when 
that ort ſpace of time was to determine a guettion-of the 
greateſt conſequence, that ever nantind was chnðgERre in!: 
to conſider, I lay, that at this Critical and /opotraht jun- 
cture, all things did ſuccteu, juſt as we our ſeldes could 
have wiſb d. Our Saviour roſe from the daa; xaNctiy ac- 
cording to his promiſe: his enemies were hereby utterly 
Bafſled and ronfounded; his on Honourand Authority am- 
ply vindicated ; his diſciples faith. and hope in him reuiv d, 


ftr engt hen d, 4 increas d, eftabliſh d ʒ and above all, thoſe ex- 


ceeding great and precious promiſes, which he had made to 
mankind, afſur d to them, beyond a paſſbility of failing: 

Secondly, Our Saviour's Reſurrection was an additional 
proof, to thoſe many others, which he had before given, 
of his being the great Prophet of Prophets; the Meſiahy or 
Saviour of the world. He, who was to be recriv u by 


men under that Character, was undoubtedly: to fulfill all Luke 24. 44. 


things, which were written in the Law of Moſes, aud in the 
Prophets, and in the Pſalms,” concerning tbe Meſſal. And 
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people he is riſen from the dead ſo the loſt error all be! 


2 
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And ought it not then to be matter of unſpeakable joy, 
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ſo much our Bleſſed Lord, of his own accord, had fre- 
quently intimate to his Diſciples. And conſequently, the 

Keſurrection of the Meſſiah being plainly both præ. figur d 
Luke 24. 46. and foretolalin Scripture, it bebor' d our Saviour, as he him- 
| ſelf was pleas'd to expreſs it, to riſe from the dead the third 
day: that ſo this part of the Meftab's' Character might be 
accompliſh d in him, as all the preceding Parts had been. 
lle and the Hes and Prophecies of the Old Teſtament 
had gone-alldalong hand in hand, from his very birth to 
his dea h and burial. But however, had he ſtopped here, 
and not gune on with them to his Reſurrection like wiſe, 
this had been a; fufficient Zar to, and confutation of, all 
his pretenßons of being the Mefiab. Nay. a ſtop here 
would have been a more immediate and ſenfible objection 
to the geun, than in any atber part of the Mefiab's Cha- 
rater zu becauſe it would have been a ſtop, at the very be- 
zinning of bat part of it, which they chzefly regarded, and 
had ſet their hearts upon, viz. the glorious and triumphant 
e tho' it is true indeed that the g/ories of our Savi- 
vur s frſutrection, and of his ſubſequent Exaltation, were of 

a very afferent find from thoſe, which the Fews commonly 

expected in:zbeir. Meſfjah : and therefore could not proba- 

bly, at firſt ſight, be eſteemꝰd by them ſagteient to fil upthe 

triumphant part of the Mefiah's Character, which they 16 

much daten on; yet, on the other hand it muſt be ac- 

knowledg'd, that they could not but be thought; by eve- 
ry honeſt minded and considering Jew, to bid ſomething to- 
Wards this nou of his Character, and therefore were /uf- 
ficient,” to keep ſuch, from abſolutely rejecting our Bleſſed 

Lord, as having wholely failed as to this part, and to gain 

an opportunity of partying with them, and convineing 

them, that they were miſtaten in their explication of 

#boſe places of Scripture, which related to this part of the 

Meſſiab's Character, and that theſe were truly all fulfill in 

the Spiritual Glories of our Lord's Reſurrection and ſubſe- 

| quent 
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quent Exaltation, ; nay indeed, much more: — and 


illuſtriouſiy, than they could have been, in thoſt Temporal 


glories, which ey OE and ſo carmeſily long 4 fon. - 


in their Meſſiah. - 213 eals 


And accordingly 3 in fac, that this oe argu- d 4-008 


irg did convince abundance of the Jews: St. Perer having 
converted no leſs than three thouſand by it, at one time, pro: 


ving, that God, by our Lord's Reſurrett;on and Exalta- 


time, having confounded all the Doctors of the Jewiſß Caun- 
cil, by it, and, in ſome meaſure at leaſt, brought qver 


Gamaliel, one of the beſt reputation among them, to be . 5. 29532, 


on his fide. And this .ſhews how altogether veedlefs 
that diſtinfion is, which the latter Fews have invented, of 
a twofold Meſſiah, a ſuffering and a triumphing one: our 

Bleſſed Lord having, as, by his Paſſon and Nratb, made 


good the part of the former, ſo by his Reſarreflion ou 


Exaltation, abundantly fulfilld the part of the latter. 


And what a mighty enhancement, of the Bleſing of our Ps 


Saviour's Reſurrection, ought this to be to us, that it not 


Co, ; 


only prov'd him to be a true Prophet, and conſequently 7 


that his promiſes of Salvation were to be depended upon, 


but moreover that he himſelf was the very Perſon, wo 


was to be the Author and Procurer of this Great Salvati. 


on ? Can any thing be a cauſe of greater joy to all true 


Chriſtians, unleſs it be his farther conſideration; that 
our Lord's Reſurrection is an inconteſtable proof, that he 


has actually ſavd us? As will plain appear, from my 
two remaining particulars ; the vet of which is 


Thirdly, That our Saviour's Reſurrection is an evident 


demonſtration of the reconciliation of God, to the whole 
finful race of mankind. It was for our: ſake, and in our 
. ſtead, that the Bleſſed Jeſus ſuffer d death: death, I ſay, 
Which 5 who had done no ſin, could not polubiy have 


B 2 deſers'a, : 


tion, had made him both Lord and Chrift: ; and, at another Ben 2055 5 
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deſer d' d, on hit ou account, but purely as the Repreſeuta- 
tive of the whole finful race of mantind, who had all 
nn d, and ſa all veſerv'd death. And accordingly the 
Scripture tells us, that he was deliver'd to death, for our 
Rom. 4. 25. offences,” that he raſed death for every man, that he hd 
+ Sie. for us, that he ſhed his blood for the remiſſion of our 2 
Mett. 26. 28. that he was our ranſom, propitiation, &c. His death 
: — 10 6. then being the puniſbment of our fins, there was juſt rea- 
ſon to conclude, as long as he continu d under this puniſh 
ment, that God's wrath towards as, upon account of our 
fit, was un-appeat d, and conſequently we our ſelves un- 
1 Cor. 15.17, pardon d. Aud therefore, St. Paul tells us, If Chriſt be 
ot rais'd, we'are yet in our Sins. If it had been poſſible, 
| Ads 2, 2. as St. Peter expreſſeth it, that he ſhould have been de- 
| tain'd by death; then muſt we likewiſe have remain'd ob- 
noxious to that curſe of fin ſtill : ſince whatever had been 
bis lot, he being our Repreſentative, muſt have been our's 
S271 www - eſt . td 
Rom. 4. 25. But now is. Chriſt rifen from the dead, as the ſame Apo- 
As 2. 24, tle ſpeaks, for our juſtification. Now hath God rars'd him 
Rom.3. 25,26. v, having loos'd the pains of death, to declare his righte- 
oufneſs, or mercy, for the remiſſion of fins that are paſt, through 
the forbearance of God. To declare, I ſay, at this time his 
righteouſneſs ; that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him, 
Rom-8. 33.34. which believeth in Feſus. Mbo then ſhall lay any thing to 
the charge of God's eleft 2 it is God that juſtifieth, who is he 
that condemneth > It is Chriſt that died, yea rather that is 
OOO / / TY FORT NVU! 
Oh Glorious! Oh Bleſſed Reſurrection, the Seal of the 
Pardon of the Sins of the whole world. What true Chri- 
ſtian can forbear &reaking out into joy, upon this trium- 
i Pet. 2. 3. pant occaſion, and ſaying with Sr. Peter ? Bleſſed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, according to 
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his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively 


hope, by the Reæſurrectiůon of Feſus Chriſt from the dead. 
Fourthly and Laſtly, To Compleat and Crown our joy, 


let us conſider, that our Saviour s Reſaurrefion is an unde. 


niable Argument of the poſſibility, and an infallible Pledge 
of the certainty of our own Reſurrection. | 


In St. Pauls time it was very much diſputed, amongſt | 


the Heathens, and the moſt learned of them too, whether 


there could be ſuch a thing, as a true and proper reſurrecti- 

on of the dead, or no: And moſt commonly beliey'd, that 

there could not; as ſeems plain, from the Fpicureans and ; 

Stoicts oppoſing, St. Paul, and calling him 4abbler, and Ads 17. 18, 
others looking upon him, as a ſerter forth of ſtrange 32. 


Gods, and others mocking at him, when he preach'd unto 


them Jeſus and the Reſurreftion. Nay, even ſome of the 
Corinthians themſelves, who were become Converts to 


Chriſtianity, ſeem ſtill to have retain'd this belief: as is 


evident, from that Queſtion of St, Paul to them, 1 Cor. 


15. 12. How ſay ſome, among you, that there is no reſur- 


rection from the dead? But now our Lord's actual Re- 


ſurrection utterly put an end to this diſpute : nothing be- 
ing more certain than that his, which had been done in 
him, might be done in every one of as, if God ſhould ſo 
pleaſe. And therefore St. Paul contents himſelf with this 


ſingle Argument, in proof of the poſſibility of a Reſurre- 


ction: Now, if Chriſt be preach'd that he roſe from the 
dead, How ſay ſome among you, in contradiction to ſo 


plain a matter. of fact, that there is no Reſurrection from 


them Condo oo He es: 

Nor was our. Saviour's Reſurrection only an undeniable 
Argument of the Poſſibility of ours, but an infallible 
Pledge of the Certainty df it likewiſe. For, as he ſuf- 


fe er; f or Us, Or AS Our Repreſentative, ſo „ no doubt, he 


| roſe again for us, or as our Repreſentative alſo: and hence 
| N it. 
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'Epheſ. 2. 4, 
| 5, =. 


Coloſ. 3. 3, 4. 
1 Cor. 15. 20. 


22, 23. 
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it will follow that, properly ſpeaking, all mankind did 
virtually and potentially Riſe, in his Reſurrection. And 
this T take to be the meaning of thoſe places of Scrip. 
ture, which tell us, that God hath guictned us together 
with Chriſt, aud hath raisd us up together with him : and 
that Chriſt is our life, and that our life is hid with him. 
And Chrift is term'd by St. Paul the firft fruits of then 
that ſlept, to ſignify to us that he has, by bis Reſurre- 
ction, Sandtify'd the whole lump or maſs of mankind, for 


their Reſurrection likewiſe : and that, as it follows in 


the ſame place, i» Chriſt all ſhall be made alive, every man 


in his own order. So that our Saviour's Reſurreftion is a 
proof of the certainty of ours, not only as it proves him 


to be a true Prophet, and conſequently that his promiſe 
of our Reſurrection ſhall be made govd to us, but, as it is 


it ſelf, in Right and Power, our own Reſurrection; as it is 


the Reſurrection of the Repreſentative of the whole finful 


race of mankind, and conſequently of a// them, in him. 


And this is what ſome Learned men underſtand by the 


power of our Lord's Reſurrection, mention d by St. Paul, 
Philip. 3. 10. Vi. that his is the exemplary cauſe of our 
Reſurrettion, as Eſtius ſpeaks. : Hh 5117 Bi 


* 


And what a noble and delightful proſpect then doth the 


Reſurrection of our Saviour from the dead open, to a/l 


mankind ? even a proſpect of that immortal life, which 
they had al ſo much long d for, and delir'd above all 


things, More eſpecially, what a delightful proſpect 


doth it open, to all true, all good, Chriſtians ? a proſpect 
of an immortal life, in inconceivable and immortal happi- 
neſs : a proſpect of an inberitance, incorruptible, undefiled, 
that fadeth not away, reſeru'd in Heaven for us. 
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Saviour's Reſurrection is, upon ſeveral other accounts, a 
matter of the higheſt advantage, , and d e Jo, 


to all Chriſtians. Viz, n 4. 
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As it ſhadows' out to them chun great Duty db Fas 
lege, of their own moral Reſurrection, from a death in Rom. 6. TH I 


treſpaſſes and fins, to à new life in Righteouſneſs and true Ephef 2. f, 6. 


Holineſs ; to which purpoſe it is often, and moſt d Col. 1. 1, 2, 3. 


apply d and urg din Scripture. | 


As it takes away the offence of the nfo n proving that. 
to have been the -merztortous cauſe of the pardon of the 
ſins of the whole world, and fo turning all its A 


| into Glory. | | ; | & 


As it proves our Sarin to Fr Lord both of the quick 


a dead : demonſtrating his death to have been ella, 


for the Redemption of al: and e e fr 6 to be 6 
purchaſe and peculiar people. 7 e 


As it pen d the way to, and was indeed an erneſt of, 
all that ſubſequent Glory, which God ſoon after beſtow'd - 


+. 3 


on him: his being inveſted with all power both in Heaven Rom. 1. 4. | 
and in Earth, his Aſcenſion into Heaven, his Seſſon at the ne 
Right. band of God, his receiving Gifts for men, and his ha- 
ving a name given him above every name, that, at the name 
of Feſus, e very knee ſhould bow, of things in Heaven, and - 
things in the earth, and things under the earth. | 


A 


As it fitted him to become a moſt dere b 


for us, enabling him to ſave to the uttermoſt all them, that Heb. 24,25. 
come unto ou by vim + ſeeing he ever liveth to make in- | 


terceſſion 


on = Eaſter Monday, e 6th. x 7 Z * 


I Snrrat-Snamon Preachd = 


Ads 17. zl, 


5. 21. 


John 13. 34. 
Mark 12. 31. 
John 13. 35. 


Acts 10. 38. 
Mark to. 21 


1 Cor. 13. 


terceſſon for them. As the Apoſtle to the Hebrews 


As it is an Aſſurance from God to all men, * St. Pat 
tells us, that he has appointed him to be Fudge of the world 
And, above all, OY V 


Joba 2.1921. As it is a plain evidence of his being himſelf a Divine 


Perſon : it having been the effect of his own, and yet not 
poſlible to be the effect of any but a Divine, power. 


But theſe, tho' a/ points of the greateſt and moſt com- 


fortable importance, I muſt content my ſelf, at preſent, 
with having barely mention'd : and haſten to apply what 


has been ſaid, and that wholly with regard to the Cha- 
rity-part of the occaſion of our this day's meeting. 
And | | TT 


Firſt; is Chriſt's Reſurrettion a plain proof, that he 
was a Prophet, ſent from God ? then is it, in its conſe- 
quences, likewiſe one of the /?ronge/? proofs, which we 
can poſſibly have, of our obligations to the great Duty of 
Charity. For never did am, of a/ God's Prophets, ſo 
perfectly teach, ſo aſſiduouſly inculcate, ſo powerfully enforce, 


our obligations to zhis Duty, as Chrift has done. Charity 


was his new and his great commandment : it was the very 
badge of his Diſcipleſhip : both his Doctrine and his Life 


continually preach'd and explain d it: he allow'd no ar- 
tainments in Religion, how great ſoever, to be of any 


value, without it: he declar'd it to be, the ſum and /ub- 


Col. 3. 14. ſtance of our whole Duty to our Neighbour, the very Bond of 
John 3. 18, perfectueſs, the litelieſt of all Chriſtan Graces, to obtain 


1g, 22, 23. 


Matt. 25. 
34, & c. 


whatſoever we ask of God, and to aſſure our hearts before 
him, in this life, and, which is infinitely more, to ſecure 


his favour at the day of Judgment, and to fit us for the 
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everlaſting; enjoyment. of him and Heaven, in the next 


— 
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In vain then ſhall we acknowledge Chriſt to be true 


Prophet, unleſs, in obedience to his moſt expreſs., moſt 


frequent and moſt earneſt, commands, we do, above all PE 
gs, put 01.3.14.12, 


things, put on Charity, bowels of mercies, | kindneſs, tender- 


— 


heartedneſs, goodneſs, readineſs to. diſtribute, willingneſs to Eph. 4 32. 
communicate: remembring the words of the Lord Feſus, Gal. J. 22. 


1 Tim. 6. 18. 


how he ſaid, it is more Bleſſed to give, than to receive; Act 25 55 
and again, Make to, your ſelves friends of the Mawmon, of Luke 16. 9. 


_ anrighteouſneſs ; that, when ye fail, they may receive yon 
into everlaſting habitations. 3 49 0 9 


Secondly, Is Chriſt's Reſurrection an additional proof, 
to thole many other which he had before given, of his 
being the Meſliah 2 Then do we live in thoſe. days 
which, according to the predictions of all the Ancient 
Prophets, were to be days of the moſt exalted and abun- 


dant love and good will, amongſt men. Days, in which 


* 


every thing, that was hurt ful and deſtructive to mankind, 1g. c. 11. 


was utterly to ceaſe : and every thing, that was good and 
beneficial to them, to ſpring and flouriſh. Days, in which 
the moſt rough and ſavage of human nature were to be 


c. 65. 


transform d, into the moſt mild and loving: and, in one 


word, Days, in which, not only by the Meſſiah himſelf 
and his miraculous power, but by all his faithful followers 
and the ordinary powers of Chriſtian Charity, all manner 


of infirmities and diſeaſes were to be heal d. and all man- 


ner of wants, both Spiritual and Temporal, were to be 
| ſupply'd to men. Ia which, the eyes of the blind were to 
be open'd, the ears of the deaf unſtopp d, the lame to leap 

5 80 | C as 


* 


Iſa. C 42. 


c. 61. 
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4 % 2 an hart, the tongue of the dumb to fing, and the priſoners 
c. 29. 19. to be-brought out of their. priſon, both in a natural anda 
1 | morgl ſenſe : and, in an eſpecial manner, the poor among 
h 22-26. en do rejoice, as well, for having Bread to eat and be ſa- 
tisfy'd, as, for having the Zleſſed tidings of ſalvation preach d 
| to them. And conſequently we, who profeſs our ſelves 
the Diſeiples of the Meſfah, are bound, both in Juſtice to 
our Diſcipleſhip, and in Honour to our Maſter, to do 
our parts, towards the accompliſhing of theſe glorious 
Predictions. And, perhaps, no one thing. has ſo much 
binder d the ſpreading. and flouriſhing of the Meſfab's Re- 
ligion, as his Diſciples failing, of making good this part 
of its Character; which cannot but render it moſt lovely 
and defirable; in the eyes of the whole world. | 


Thirdly, Is our Saviour's Reſurrection am evident De- 
monſtration of the Reconciliation of God, to the whote 
| ſinful race of mankind ? How. pertinently then will St. 
Jobis Inference come in here, that, if God ſod loved us, 
John 4.11. we ought alſo to love one another. If he fo readily mani- 
ſeſted his acceptance, of the propitiation offer'd for our 
fins -: Tf he ſo ſoon, within the for? ſpace of leſs than 
three whole days, declard himſelf fuly fatisfy'd, with 
the price tender d to him, for our Redemption: what a 
noble pattern of love has he herein ſet us, to copy after? 
And how im polſihle muſt it be for , while we bear this 
love in mind, to decline any Offices of love to one ano- 
ther: eſpecially, of love to one another's /ou/s ; thoſe 
fuse, which he, who made them and beſt knows the value 
of them, has ſhewn ſuch a render regard, and high con- 
cernand affection for? Nay how impeſible muſt it be for 
us, at this Holy Seaſon, When we have been, "O moſt 
at | | olemn: 
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ſolemn. manner, commer orating this Infinite love of Got 
to us, and when therefore our hearts ought to be, and 1 
will, for that reaſon, ſuppoſe, are, thoroughly warm d with 


R . 
„ 4 --' 4s 


a molt /zvely ſenſe of it, not only not to decline but, even 


not æcalouſiy to embrace, not paſſionately to long far, not 


eagerly to ſeek out of our ſelves, opportunities of being 


been to us?? 


Fourthly, Is cChriſt's Reſurrection an undeniable Argu- | 
ment of the poſſibility , and an infallible pledge of the 
certainty, of aur own Reſurrection? Herein then have 


we the moſt powerful! Argument to love and good works, 
that poſſibly can be. The hope of a future Reſurrection, 
and, that which it is in order to, a future Fudgment and 


day of Retribution, has been the great principle, that has 


animated and excited good men, 1n all ages of the world, 


to the moſt Heroiet Acts of Piety and Virtue. But more 


eſpecially has this hope had the moſt wonderful and glori- 


ous effects upon Chriſtians : as having been made much 
ftronger in them, by the evidence of our Lord's Reſurre- 
ion, and the promiſes of his Goſpel, than it had ever 
been in thofe of other Religions. And particularly has 
this hope raid the minds of Chriſtians above the love 
ef earthly rhings, and made them moſt willing and deſirous 
to exchange them, by works of Charity and Mercy, into 
Heavenly Things. Thus, you ſee, how readily the fr/# 
- Chriſtians made all their worldly goods common, and ſold Ads 2 4% ;5. 
their poſſeſſions, and parted them ta all men, as every man had 


need; nay and even did not count their lives dear unto Ads 20. 1 
themſelves, but moſt gladly ſpent and were ſpent, in the ſer- x Cor. 12 15. 


vice of one another, eſpecially the ſervice of one ano- 
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ther's ſouls : becauſe they knew aſſuredly, that this their 
labour of love, ſhould not be in vain in the Lord; they 
had their Saviours own word for it, that it ſhould be re. 
Lu'te 14. 14. compenſed at the Reſurrection of the Fuſt, and that, at the 
Matt. 23. great day of Fudzment, he himſelf would remember it, and 
produce it in their favour, and reward it with a Kingdom, 
prepar'd for them, from the foundation of the world. 
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* Laſtly, Is Chriſt's Reſurrection, upon many accounts, 
a matter of. the greateſt and moſt abundant joy to us 
Chriſtians > How naturally then will this joy enlarge 
our hearts, and ſet wide open our hands, to our poor and 
diſtreſſed Brethren 2 It is the nature of all joy to make 
men, to ſome degree or other, open-hearted and bounti- 
ful: nay, even the moſt covetous and unmerciful are not 
wholly ſecure againſt this effect of joy. And accordingly 
we find in fact, that we always apply to our Brethren 
with Zeſt ſucceſs for bounties, when they are in a pleas'd 
and joyful temper of mind: and that the moſt. Hard. 
hearted and cloſe-fiſted men living are, by ſome extra- 
ordinary occaſions of joy, tranſported, beyond them-. 
ſelves, into exceſſive Acts of Manificence and Liberality. 
And, if ſo, if this is the common effect of all joy; of 
all ſorts and all degrees of it; nay, if even worldly joy 
has ſometimes this effect, upon the moſt obdurate mind, 
| and griping hand; What effefs of this kind may we not _ 
3 reaſonably expect from joy like that of this Holy Sea- 
Jon ? from Foy Spiritual, ol the very higheſt degree of 
this joy, which we are capable of in this life: and up- 
on hearts ſo tender, and hands ſo liberal as thoſe of Chri- 
| ſtians ought always to be, and as thoſe of Chriſtians afe- 
| ded with, and govern d by a due ſenſe of the bleſſings. of 
our Lord's Reſurrection, always will be 2 If the joy of a 
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is ſo apt to make our hearts overflow: With Lov ve atid Re: 

neffctnce- towards" men. Whit Willen not the y 2 

doi from God himſelf, of an Eirrial "Iwherita are” in” the 

Kingdom Heaven, be able to work" ou eart} 1 to 2 On! 

how ought the abundance'of our Joh, as St. Paal expreſſeth DO 
it, to abound unto = f ches o ng our Liberaltty » How waſt 2 Cor. 8. 2. 
will that Charity ef Which All Rretch'st ir JF out, 5 = 

as it is able, in Petr the brig our avi ar's 3 
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1 1 behold, how 2 ads ſuch; an abundant. * 
extend ve Charity is at preſent : when, as appears iy the 
Report juſt now read, ſo many worthy Ohjefs do, to fo 
great a. degree, want its Aſſiſtance Oꝶjells, which, 
having formerly deſcrib'd at large, I ſhall. nau ſa y 8288 
more of, than that our Bleſſed Zar chimſelf fer un April u 
mended them to our care; and that the Diſpenſations\of 1709» 
Divine Providence now force them, with a more than or.. 
vary earneſtneſs, to ask it, Shut they are both. in2hemſelves, 
pa in their. Cine et the moſt moving and inviting! : 
and. that they will . richly repay in honoar to God, our 
Bleſſed Saviour and our Holy Religion, (not to flood to any 
worldly conſiderations at preſent all' thoſe good "Offices, 
"wh we ſhall do for them. 


And oh / who then, that profeſſeth himſelf a Chrifti- 


an, and conſequently owns himſelf bound to do good, as 
he has opportunity, muſt not, at this /eſſed time, and up- 
on this g/orious occaſion, feol hichſelf g/owing and burning 
within, 


Gal. 6: 10. 


my „„ „„ e 8 5 
4 k % _ 
NTAL-SER MON Preaclyd 
8 113 1A | 4 24 ial) 
: * F-Y \ . : bs AF * i | * * 1 f * 4 5 * PR % # 1. * * * . 6 5 WR % * 


Co of 


2 — 


within, with the. moſt fervent and exteufe love, towards | 
his Brethren-2 Who, that bas any golerable ſenſe of the 
afundant. merey of God to him in raifing. up Chrift, fram the 
gad, can poſſibly want auy degree: of yrerey, towards 
"thoſs of his. oꝛun bind? Who, that has any hawels of. com- 
paſſion at all, ean forbear ſetting thewr wide open, to receive 

thoſe needy objefts of it, naw. before us? I hope there 
is nat oue here, who is not thus affected and diſpos d: but 
if there be, I think it my indiſpenſable Duty to tell him, 
.1 John 3. 17. that the love of God dwelleth not in him, and tbat, he is 
not, in the Zeſt ſenſe, riſen with Chriſt: intitled to that 

happy Reſurrflion of the Fuſt, of which no unmerciful man 
ſhall be comrted worthy. :. but; on the contrary, riſen only 

to a Neſurrection ef tondemnation, to a Reſurrection of 
James 2. 13. Judgment without mercy, foraſmuch as, under theſe frongeft 
obligations, to theſe moſt ##vitivg objects, they would 
VVV 


Po: ſay all at once, If we deſire to be the better, nay, 
mot Iaſvitely the worſe, for our Lord's Reſurreftiex : let 
Caloſ. 3. us learn from it to ſeek thoſe things which are above, where 
Chrift: futetk on the right hand of God : to ſet our affectious 
Heb. 10. 34. an things in Heaven, and not on things on the earih: and 
Fucereiy and earneſtly to love one another, and even joyfully 
to P our: ſeives of our worldly goods, for the fake of 
one another, and in hopes of this Jetter Reſurrection: and 
then Cod will dwel in us, and his love will be perfectea 
1 John 4. 12. in «s ': then wien Chriſt, who is our life ſhall appear, we 


5 ; alſo ſhall appear with him in Glory. 
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GE mont ptesch d upon ſeveral Occaſions. Now Collected e Vo | 


lume. To which is added Mr. ners Sermon Presch d at the Conſe. 
cration of the Lord Biſhop of Chefer; in K. fm yth' Chappel in . 
aa on Suna Feb. 8th. £909. 1 5 | | | * . e . \ 5 
Sermons Preach'd on feveral Occafions, Volume the Second. Node of 5 
them before 5 3 I „ a 2 mes | 
The Duties of the Cloſet : Being an Ea Exhortation to Private Devotion: 
The Fifth Edition, Corrected, in 1 = 3 a 1 "mY f 22 EM 
The Great Duty of Cimmpynicating in d and Enforc'd,. tions 
yarn it A and the 11 for it tare wit Nero. 
tions to be uſed Before, Ar, and Aſter the Lord's Supper. - Stxth Edit. 
on, 12 7. price 3 d. or 252. a Hundred. „55 cant oe DRE. 
i» Hratemy of Atheiſm & fon, The Third Edition, price 3.6: or a0. 
x Hundred. 8 C 8 
A Sermon prerch d before the Society for the Propogetion of the Goſpel 


in Fre Parts. At the Pariſh Church of St. Mer5-le-Bew- on Friday, Feb: 
18th. 1708. | | 


A Sermon preach'e before the Right Honourable the Lord: erer AL 
dermen, Sheriffs, and Governors of the ſeveral Hoſpitals ofche Gy I 
den, in St. Bridget s-Church, on Monday, in Zaſtrr. Weelk, April 25th. $709. 

A Sermon Preach d before the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual, and 
Temporal, at 3 on Merch the Eighth, 1711. Being the Day 
on which Her Majeſty began Her Happy Reign. . | | 

Of the Right Uſe, and Abuſe, of the Things of this World : A Sermon Preach'd: 
before the Queen, at Her Royo/ Chapel at St. James's, on Sunday, Merch the - 
x6ch, 1712. Being the Second Sunday in Lenz. Publiſh'd' by Her Maje-- 
Sperl Comma . ie 3th ns 

The continual Plots and Attempts of the Romaniſts, again che. an, 4 
Church and G νẽ,,jq nem of England, ever ſince tbe ien, A Sermon | 
Pieach d at St. Mary's Church in Combridge, on the Fifth of November. Pub. 0 
lih'd at the Requeff of the Yice-Chonrellor and Heads of the Collage. | 

Thefe by the Right Reverend Father in G, William Lord Biſhop of N 


A Sermon at the Funeratof Mrs- Zlizoberh Fiber, Siſter to the HonounbW. 


Hg 


Sir Willlan Dawey, Bar. D. P. and Wife: to the Reverend Dr, A ter-Fiſper, -- 


Preach'd at Bennington. in Herefordſhire, June 2d, 1698. 480. price 6 4. 


Scripture Religion: Or, a ſhort View of the Feith and Prafice of à true A 
Chriſtian, as plainly laid down in the Holy Scriptures, and faithfully taughe : A 
in the Church of England. With ſuitable . ; Fhe Second Rditioa. it 
Price 37. Both by William Milner, M. A. Vicar of Sh:pball in Hertferaſbire, 1 
and Chaplain to the Lord Biſhop of Cheſter. e 4 

A Serious Diſcourſe between a Miniſter and his Parifhioner about Confor. | 5 

miey. By the late Reverend WWiliam May, Rector of Waker Colne in NMa. } | 
. g | WF F 3 
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BOOKS Printed for Anne Speed. 
| 3 
The Evidence of Things not ſeen: Or, The Immörtality of the Hüm̃an Sout 
-prov'd from n and Reaſon ; in Two Diſcourſes. Wherein are 
contain'd ſome Remarks on the Fundamental Principle of Fwo late Bocks; 
The One entitl'd Second, The Other, Fart her Thoughts concerning Human Soul. 
Together with an Examination of the Opinion of a Midale. Place of Rei 
defice, ſuppoſedly aſſignd to the Deceaſed Souls of the Righteous, between 
Death and the Day of Judgment. By Lawrence Smith, L. L. D. Rector. o 
South Warmborough in Hampſhire. The Third Edition. 5 
Biſbop Beberidges Sermon, Of the A F of the Saints in Heaven 
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** The Reaſonablentſ5 of Obſerving ebe 30th 'of January FAST: A Sermon 


and Prayers, for Morning and Evening, for every Day of the Week: With 
Devotions Before, At, and After Receiving the Bleſſed Sa ament. To 
which is prefix'd, à Large Preface; ſhe wing the Neceſſity of ding the 
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"*Rehgion the only Happineſs, A Poem. 4to, iPrice.6.4.... 
A Sermon befote the Queen, it the Cathedral- Church of St. Pal, London 


C 
Chriſtianity the only true Comfort for Troubled Minds: A, Sermon greach'd be- 
fore the Queen at St. James's, on Mat. 11. 28. 40. Price. 5. d Both by 
N12 Sranhope, D. D. Dean of Canterbury, and Chaplain in Ocdinary to Het 
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15 HE Exact Effigies of the Rigs Rene Father in God, Will;am Lord 
14 Biſhop: of Cheſfer, drawn from the Original Painting of Mr. 7 homes 
Murray, done, from the Life: And curiouſly engrav d on a large Copper. 
Plate, by Mr. George Vertue, from the ſaid Painting · Price One; Shilling i 
a Sheet ; in a Frame 2. ih a Frame and Glaſs, -3'r. 6 d. Printed for th; 
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